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I interviewed Frankie Sue Jetton of Cherokee Village, Arkansas. Frankie is 74 
years old and married to Jerry Jetton. They have two children, Cindi Lemmons and Terry 
Jetton. Frankie was born in Beech Grove, Arkansas. After she turned 17 she moved to 
Flint, Michigan, for just a few years and then moved to St. Louis, Missouri, where she 
married Jerry. They had both Cindi and Terry while they lived there. Frankie worked for 
a telephone company while Jerry worked at an aircraft company and took night classes to 
learn how to go into the heating and air-conditioning business. They lived in St. Louis 
until around 1963. They moved to Paragould, Arkansas, where Jerry started his own 
business and they raised their children. When they retired, they moved to Cherokee 
Village, directly next to Lake Thunderbird. They continue to live here to this day, 
happily. 
I believe that the Jetton and Lemmons family would be interested in hearing or 
reading this interview to know a bit more about Frankie's life. I also think that couples 
who are looking to keep a successful and happy home should listen to what Frankie has 
to say. This interview is a great source to learn about what average life was like in 
Arkansas for a young person during the 1940's and l 950's, also before electricity. This 
interview deals with issues on the micro level closer to home. Arkansans can learn a lot 
about how life was and also about how life should be in this interview. 
Tanner Smith: "This is Tanner Smith with Frankie Jetton, I guess start by just telling me 
about when were you born and where you were born." 
Frankie Jetton: "I was born in 1937 at Beech Grove, AR at home, I was the seventh 
daughter born to my parents, we were all born at home." 
Smith: "How long had your parents lived in Beech Grove?" 
Jetton: "All of their lives" 
Smith: "How long did you live in Beech Grove?" 
Jetton: "Until I got through high school and at the time there were hardly any jobs in the 
Paragould area and so I had a couple sisters that lived in Flint, Michigan. I was only 17 
years old and my parents weren't financially able to send me to college, which I would 
have loved to go to college. So I went to Flint, Michigan, and because I was just 17 I had 
to get working papers to work and so I got a job in an office taking short-hand dictation 
from a man smoking a green cigar in the office where I was taking short-hand dictation." 
Smith: "How long were you in Michigan?" 
Jetton: "About 3 years and I after I turned 18 I went to work for the telephone company. 
When Jerry and I got married we were both 18 years old and I worked at the telephone 
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company and he worked for General Motors and he got laid off and went to St. Louis 
because he had an aunt that lived there and had more job prospects. So I stayed in Flint 
and lived with my sister until I could get transferred from the Telephone company from 
one branch to St. Louis. So then we moved to St. Louis and I went to work for the 
telephone company and my husband went to work for an aircraft company making 
airplanes-McDonald aircraft, for a few years." 
Smith: "So when did you guys move back to Arkansas?" 
Jetton: "We stayed in St. Louis for about three or four years; no it was probably longer 
than that because both of our children were born in St. Louis and then Jerry had gone to 
work for a heating and air conditioning company and so he went to school at night and 
worked in the day. Then he decided he wanted to go into business for himself. We had 
built a house in St. Louis and we sold our house and took the equity we had in our house 
and went into business. We moved to Paragould and rented a little house until we could 
get enough money for a down payment on our house." 
Smith: "Do you have any clue about what year you returned to Arkansas?" 
Jetton: "About 1962 or 1963" 
Smith: "Tell me about what Arkansas was like before you moved to Michigan." 
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Jetton: "I was born in 1937. I vaguely remember things about the war but not too much. 
Arkansas was very rural. My parents had a large farm and a large family and we worked 
on the farm and electricity was just coming through the area, no indoor plumbing until 
you got electricity. Everybody lived the same way, nobody had electricity unless you 
lived in Paragould. So you really didn't feel any different to anybody else because 
everybody lived the same. But the war, my older brother-in-laws were in world war II 
and I remember them coming home from service. But I was a small child so I really don't 
remember too much about that." 
Smith: "So what was Paragould like before you went to Michigan?" 
Jetton: "It was about like it is now. At one time it boomed but it's like what it is now, 
mostly dead in downtown Paragould. And that's what it was like when I was a child. 
They had one or two department stores, hardware stores, and had the main street-Pruett 
Street. I would say its pretty much since Paragould has died it's kind of like what it is 
now." 
Smith: "What kind of impact did electricity have on the area?" 
Jetton: "Profound. Before that, there were no electric lights you had kerosene lamps to 
do your homework by, just like on Little House on the Prairie, that's the way it was. 
Electricity was the most wonderful thing that ever happened. And when the houses were 
wired, when they came through the areas and put electricity in, you just hired an 
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electrician to come in and put one light in the room with a pull chain and you would put 
in one or two receptacles, and that was just uptown. So the electricity was probably the 
most progressive thing that happened in my childhood." 
Smith: "Tell me about what life was like after you came back from St. Louis." 
Jetton: "Oh, it was depressing. I cried for weeks. I had two small children and Jerry had 
sold our house and we had moved into this rent house and we hadn't lived for probably 
four or five months until we had got a house built. But we never borrowed money we just 
did as much as we could afford to do. It was a leap of faith to do that but we went into 
business and we just did as much as we could pay for and didn't borrow money and just 
kept building as we could. And we would just buy this and buy that as we could afford it, 
and that's how we've lived our whole life. And that probably wouldn't be a great 
philosophy for everybody but it's worked for us. Jerry and I were both raised that way 
and we just never wanted to owe money or big loans because you end up making a small 
profit and if you've got to pay the bank interest then you have no profit. That's the reason 
why people don't make it." 
Smith: "What was your view of moving back to Arkansas like?" 
Jetton: "Very negative; I didn't really want to. We had built a nice comfortable house in 
St. Louis, and had two small children, Jerry had a comfortable job and the unknown was 
not one of my better suits. So it was very traumatic. But it was the best thing that we ever 
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did and one of the reasons that we did it was so that the children wouldn't have to go to 
school in St. Louis and they could go to a Christian school; that was our main reason. We 
just didn't want to raise them in St. Louis." 
Smith: "What was the environment like, Paragould vs. St. Louis, when you moved bac~ 
to Paragould?" 
Jetton: "Night and Day, that's the only way I know how to describe it. But because I had 
lived in the area, it was like moving to a foreign land even though I had been gone for 
several years and things had changed. But we moved back when the building industry 
was booming. Center Hill was just starting and all of that was built. We all like our nests 
to be built and not to be messed up, but my nest was messed up." 
Smith: "For the record, Paragould is in North-east Arkansas, about thirty minutes from 
Jonesboro. But what would you say that the Cold War had any effect on Arkansas or the 
people that you interacted with?" 
Jetton: "Not really, I was raising two children." 
Smith: "How did you view the average Arkansan, growing up in Arkansas?" 
Jetton: "They are a very friendly, honest people. The news media portray Arkansas 
unfairly, I think. We are a progressive state. We have just about any other thing that any 
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state has. I never felt like it was a hillbilly state or anything like the news wants to portray 
toward Arkansas." 
Smith: "Getting into more modem times, how did raising your children in Arkansas go?" 
Jetton: "Well I think it's a great place to raise kids like where we lived in Paragould and 
there were a lot of young families raising their kids at the same time. It was a wonderful 
place to start a business. We loved the community. We loved the church there. After we 
retired, we stayed in Arkansas but moved from the area just for the peace and quiet and to 
live on the water in Cherokee Village." 
Smith: "What was the weather like in Arkansas? What were the summers and winters 
like as far as weather-related and the impact that it had before electricity came?" 
Jetton: "The summers were very, very hot. The winters were mild. But there were gravel 
roads. My dad had a Jeep and a pickup truck and we lived on a gravel road that went 
down to where our house was on this what seemed to me like the middle of 300 acres. It 
was very rural but we girls had access to this Jeep and we went all over. Of course, there 
were small communities that had churches and schools. I went to school in a rural area 
until I got in the 9th or 10th grade. Then we went over to Green County Tech to a large 
high school at that time was 10th, 11th, and 1 ih grades. And that was pretty traumatic 
when they consolidated and took the high schools away from the small communities but 
it was the best thing for us because we got a better education. And I'm not being 
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prejudiced but at that time you got as good an education as you do going to college now, 
I'm not sure about that but we got a very good education. And you had very moral 
teachers, if they weren't they wouldn't keep their job. We had chapel in the morning in 
public schools and we had memory verses. It was a lot different and it's a shame that it 
can't be like that now but we know it can't be. The small school just couldn't offer all of 
the courses that you could if they consolidated. But that was one of the better things that 
had happened to that area, was to consolidate all of the small schools. But my dad was so 
against it, he did not want us riding a school bus on the highway all the way there. But of 
course, he got used to it. But we had a very good school." 
Smith: "What was the typical day in Arkansas in Beach Grove before you went to 
Michigan?" 
Jetton: "Well my parents were rural people and they had a farm and they grew cotton, 
com, soybeans, and we chopped and picked cotton. My mother had a big vegetable 
garden and we all worked. Because we were all girls, my dad had three or four nephews 
that were his sister's children and she died when they were small boys. So he kind of felt 
a responsibility towards those boys and when it came to harvest time they came. Even 
with our big family, they came and lived with us and helped on the farm and I wasn't a 
very good help in the field because I never did like that and I couldn't pick or chop cotton 
because I wasn't very good at it. So my dad thought I was more profitable to stay at the 
house with mother and cook. So it was very hard work. My mother worked really hard 
and she had a wood stove. And she canned and she cooked in the hot Arkansas summer. 
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You're still working hard even though you aren't in the fields. And it was a hard life for 
everybody. But it wasn't just our family it was everybody's family. And we did have big 
families back then. I think that one of the reasons people had big families was for the 
workforce, I'm not sure. " 
Smith: "How many brothers did you have go off to war?" 
Jetton: "No, that was brother-in-laws. I only had one brother and he was the last child in 
my family. I had seven sisters and only one was younger than I was. I was the seventh 
girl born to my parents and then there was my brother so there were nine of us in all. But 
my brother-in-laws were the ones that went off to war in World War II. And I had one 
brother-in-law who was in the Korean War." 
Smith: "Did your brother-in-laws help out with the farm any?" 
Jetton: "No, after my sisters were married they moved off somewhere. Usually because 
there were so few jobs in the area, unless you did want to farm, most of them went to the 
Northern States after they got out of service or whatever. But I did have one brother who 
went into farming. There just really wasn't any commercial work in Paragould around 
that area. The shoe factory and shirt factory was about it at that time." 
Smith: "Before you had electricity, did you spend most of the day outside and come back 
in when it began to get dark?" 
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Jetton: "Yeah, we had to work in the fields and Dad was a genius because he could think 
of lots of jobs. When you live on a farm and you have to grow your own food and 
preserve it, it's a lot of work and it teaches you a lot of things and it keeps you out of 
trouble. You all work together and it's a wonderful way oflife, really. You know, it wa~ 
a hard life, but it was a great life, I think. It taught you so many lessons and the only 
entertainment was your own entertainment unless you have a radio and we did have a 
radio after we got electricity. Well, I think we did have electricity that had batteries 
maybe before we had electricity I don't know." 
Smith: "What kind of impact did radio and television have when you got them?" 
Jetton: "I don't remember my folks having television. They had them in general stores 
and we had a movie theater in this little community and we would go on Saturday night 
and see a movie and go to the general store and watch television and then after I married 
we got a television and there was like three stations to watch and it was black and white. 
So I don't really think that television had any impact on me as far as childhood because 
there was no such thing." 
Smith: "Did you ever hear any stories from your parents about the way Arkansas was 
from when they grew up?" 
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Jetton: "They lived through the Depression and it made a impact on them. They were 
very frugal people, they never borrowed money. It made such an impression on them and 
that made an impression on me because that's the way I think. It has served us well with 
that philosophy. But if my dad ever borrowed money to put in a crop then he paid it back 
when he harvested his crop. He had a tractor but not all of the expensive stuff they have. 
now to farm with, and he always had cattle. It was a hard life really but I don't know it 
was any harder than it is now, it was just a different way." 
Smith: "Are there any closing remarks that you would like to say about Arkansas or 
about being raised in Arkansas and raising your kids in Arkansas?" 
Jetton: "Well I appreciate the people of Arkansas. I think as a whole they are a good 
people, an honest people. I have good feelings about Arkansas and I always felt very 
fortunate that we were able to raise the kids in a semi-rural area. I just don't have any bad 
feelings about Arkansas." 
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